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The eighth Millennium Development Goal talks of building a global partnership for development. The
goal is a recognition not only that no one entity can accomplish these ambitious goals by itself but that
different people bring different gifts to the table.
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to add to this worldwide social movement to make poverty history?
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faith. We believe in a God who could not bear to be separate from us to the point of giving up divinity

itself and emptying the divine self into human form to live with us and die for us. We believe Christ

binds us not just to him but to each other in Baptism and gathers us not just around him but with each

other in Eucharist. Just as he sent the disciplesoui Ay LI ANBX 42 ¢S FINB &aSyid 2dz
body to do mission in the world.
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often happens through relationships with each other. | believe it is our primary gift to the task of the

MDGs ¢ a gift in many ways only the Church can provide. It must shape how we contribute in all ways to

this movement.

¢KS / KdzZNOKQ& dzyAljdzS IAFG 2F NBflIGA2yaKALl 2FFSNBE O
l. Giftedness-based development
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as a whole has gifts that reflect the totality of God.

Secular development views people as economic entities.! Christians see whole people ¢ body, mind and
spirit ¢ and are called to engage each other as whole people, uniquely gifted by God. For Christians, to
encounter another person is to take your shoes off because you are walking on holy ground, for that
person is the image of God.

Christian development must necessarily reflect our belief that all people are holy and gifted. That all
people are not just body but mind and spirit as well.

! Many of the ideas here either came directly from or were inspired by an amazing presentation given by Tom
Waddell, a SAMS missionary working with Five Talents (www.fivetalents.org) in micro-enterprise development in
South America and Africa. | have framed his ideas in terms of the MDGs and interspersed them with some ideas
from my own thought, prayer and experience.

2 Sabina Alkire and Amartya Sen are working on a new approach to human development that broadens and
explodes this. For more information go to www.ophi.org.uk.


http://www.fivetalents.org/
http://www.ophi.org.uk/

We must understand gifts and assets of the poor. We must see what they bring to the table and work
together to design programs that tap into and release their gifts and ours. 2
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money (which, in our world, most always translates into excess of power) we must strive to ensure
those power dynamics stay balanced.
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with the power and money) come in and dictate what needs to be done. Certainly money, education

and the power to get things done are some of the gifts that Westerners can bring to the table ¢ but

unless combined equitably with the gifts the people in communities of poverty bring to the table, unless

the autonomy of the local people is maintained and their human dignity is preserved, much more harm

can be done than good.
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applied with steamrollers and sledgehammers with disastrous results. Not only in terms of projects that
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not just to the future ability of societies to sustain themselves but to the human spirit.

The Church offers the model of the Body of Christ ¢ not toxic dependency, not aloof independence, but
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Where each is both giver and receiver and greatness is measured by the depth of self- sacrifice and

service.

Il. Gospel-based development

Because as Christians we must treat people as whole people, we ignore the spiritual aspect of humanity

at our own peril. We and the people to whom God sends us are not just body and mind, but spirit --
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than a full human being, less than the image of God they are.

As Christians, we must look at our motivation for doing this work as theChurch. We do this work of the
Millennium Development Goals and global reconciliation because we have had a transforming
experience of Christ that has caused us to be a part of the Church and to want to follow Christ (both of
which are becoming increasingly countercultural!).
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us, to the people we meet then we truly do treat them as less than full people.
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% The field of asset mapping offers great resources for this work ¢ both in terms of global relationship and the local
congregation. One of the best books on this is The Power of Asset Mapping by Luther K. Snow, available from the
Alban Institute.
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about listening as others share those stories.

To be clear ¢ development is not a cover. We work with people on the MDGs out of our love and need
for them rooted in ChristQ love for all of us and dream that we all be one and our lives be joyful and full.
The work is not a backdoor for proselytizing. It is an expression of love given freely with no strings
attached.
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us ¢ the Gospel of Jesus Christ. And being open to the Gospel being preached to us in much different

ways and words by those whom we meet.
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transforming justice for all of creation. Thy Kingdom Come. If we do not share the Gospel; if we do not
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conduit for the transforming justice of that Gospel to roll through.

lll. Church-based development
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the Anglican Communion.

As Anglicans we can work not just with large structures but directly with the Church on the most local
level. The Anglican Communion is a ready-made grassroots system that cuts through the middlemen. It
is already embedded in the community and, in many cases, is the glue that holds the community
together in times of great duress.

Prime examples of this are the work of Episcopal Relief and Development and Five Talents International.

The development industry standard for percentage of gifts actually getting to the people who need it is
70 cents on the dollar. When you give to ERD, 92 cents of every dollar gets to the people who need it
the most. When you give to Five Talents, 82 cents of every dollar goes into microenterprise loans for
people who need it most.

Why? In large part because ERD and Five Talents work through Anglican Communion partners who are

already present on the ground. And the work is effective because it is not being done by outsiders who
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respect of the community.

The other gift of the opportunity of working through the local church is that the role of the Church is to
transform lives. The Church is supposed to be the healer and sustainer. The Church is supposed to make
meaning and bring transforming justice. The Church is a natural portal for the ministries of the MDGs
because those ministries are naturally consonant with the mission to which Christ calls us all.
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and lead with what God has uniquely gifted us with ¢ the holy way we view each other, the Gospel that



transforms our lives, and the baptismal bonds that bind us together. That is our gift to this movement.
That is our gift to the world.



